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§2.41 What search fees will you have
to pay?

(a) The bureau will charge search fees
for all requests, subject to the restric-
tions of §§2.37(f), 2.39, and 2.40(a) of this
subpart. The bureau may charge you
for time spent searching even if it does
not locate any responsive records or if
it determines that the records are en-
tirely exempt from disclosure.

(b) For each quarter hour spent by
personnel searching for requested
records, including electronic searches
that do not require new programming,
the fees will be the average hourly
General Schedule (GS) base salary, plus
the District of Columbia locality pay-
ment, plus 16 percent for benefits, of
employees in the following three cat-
egories, as applicable:

(1) Clerical—Based on GS-6, Step 5,
pay (all employees at GS-7 and below
are classified as clerical for this pur-
pose);

(2) Professional—Based on GS-11,
Step 7, pay (all employees at GS-8
through GS-12 are classified as profes-
sional for this purpose); and

(3) Managerial—Based on GS-14, Step
2, pay (all employees at GS-13 and
above are classified as managerial for
this purpose).

(c) You can review the current fee
schedule for the categories discussed
above in paragraph (b) of this section
at hitp://www.doi.gov/foia/fees-waiv-
ers.cfm.

(d) Some requests may require re-
trieval of records stored at a Federal
records center operated by the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration. For these requests, bureaus
will charge additional costs in accord-
ance with the Transactional Billing
Rate Schedule established by the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration.

§2.42 What duplication fees will you
have to pay?

(a) The bureau will charge duplica-
tion fees, subject to the restrictions of
§§2.37(f), 2.39, and 2.40(a) of this sub-
part.

(b) If photocopies or scans are sup-
plied, the bureau will provide one copy
per request at the cost determined by
the table in appendix A to this part.
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(c) For other forms of duplication,
the bureau will charge the actual costs
of producing the copy, including the
time spent by personnel duplicating
the requested records. For each quarter
hour spent by personnel duplicating
the requested records, the fees will be
the same as those charged for a search
under §2.41(b) of this subpart.

(d) If the bureau must scan paper
records to accommodate your pref-
erence to receive records in an elec-
tronic format, you will pay both the
per page amount noted in Appendix A
to this part and the time spent by per-
sonnel scanning the requested records.
For each quarter hour spent by per-
sonnel scanning the requested records,
the fees will be the same as those
charged for a search under §2.41(b) of
this subpart.

§2.43 What review fees will you have
to pay?

(a) The bureau will charge review
fees if you make a commercial-use re-
quest, subject to the restrictions of
§§2.37(f), 2.39, and 2.40(a) of this sub-
part.

(b) The bureau will assess review fees
in connection with the initial review of
the record (the review conducted by
the bureau to determine whether an ex-
emption applies to a particular record
or portion of a record).

(c) The Department will not charge
for reviews at the administrative ap-
peal stage of exemptions applied at the
initial review stage. However, if the ap-
pellate authority determines that an
exemption no longer applies, any costs
associated with the bureau’s re-review
of the records to consider the use of
other exemptions may be assessed as
review fees.

(d) The bureau will charge review
fees at the same rates as those charged
for a search under §2.41(b) of this sub-
part.

(e) The bureau can charge review fees
even if the record(s) reviewed ulti-
mately is not disclosed.

§2.44 What fees for other services will
you have to pay?

(a) Although not required to provide
special services, if the bureau chooses
to do so as a matter of administrative
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